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Synopsis

Debuting in its first edition and driven by a question-based approach, Comparative Politics shows
readers how to do real comparative analysis while introducing them to political institutions, identities,
and interests. This thematic survey uniquely balances the howé “analytical knowledgea “and the
whaté “descriptive knowledgea “to help readers make their own political arguments and to thus be

more critically informed and engaged political participants.
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Customer Reviews

ADVANCE PRAISE FOR COMPARATIVE POLITICS AND CASE STUDIES IN COMPARATIVE
POLITICS A & ceComparative Politics and Case Studies in Comparative Politics are cutting-edge
and high quality textbooks that many political scientists of my generation will consider using. They
address many of my concerns with existing texts by providing instructors with a great deal of leeway
in designing a syllabus. Each case study is written by a prominent scholar or rising comparativist
and is nicely linked to the thematic survey. This would allow me the flexibility of using a different
survey text or no survey text at all.a *4 “Emmanuel Teitelbaum, George Washington University A

a cel have looked at many comparative politics textbooks and none of them have appealed to me
the way that this one did right away. Some aim too high and ask far too much of students, losing
them in a sea of concepts with few tools to make sense of them. Others aim too low and ask far too
little of students, failing to challenge them on the essential themes and concepts of comparative

politics. This one finds the middle ground by presenting topics in an interesting and engaging



manner and challenging students to cultivate their analytical skills.a «a “Katy Crossley-Frolick,
Denison University A 4 ceDavid Samuels helps students make sense of complex theoretical
questions and approaches, and he applies them very effectively to case examples. This textbook
beats all the alternatives; it is very well thought-out.a «a “Kenneth Roberts, Cornell University A

a ceSamuels engages professors as well as students by making our field accessible without
compromising the curiosities and complexities that make it so interesting. The study of institutions,
interests, and identities introduces undergraduates to the politics of countries in the world through a
rigorous lens of comparative analysis. Samuels raises the most interesting questions and puzzles
within our field and guides the student through the methods of comparative politics science. To have
a textbook that moves beyond a list of concepts and an historical chronology of countries is
immensely satisfying.a +a “Lauretta Frederking, University of Portland A & cel am delighted that the
author recognizes how graduate-level comparative political scientists are trained and that he has
brought this approach to the undergraduate level. This is useful training not only for budding
comparative politics students but for those who seek to become informed world

citizens.a «a “Jennifer White, University of Georgia A & ceComparative Politics is a theory-centered
introductory text that perfectly balances the substantive nature of our field with the level of
accessibility necessary for an undergraduate class.4 +a “Julie Mazzei, Kent State University A

a ceDavid Samuels provides a strong introduction to the themes, concepts, and current debates of
comparative politics without burying the reader in a mound of empirical details. It encourages
hypothesis testing, fosters studentsa ™ critical thinking skills, and encourages students to place
current political developments in context.a «a “John Scherpereel, James Madison University A & cel
am impressed that Samuels does not shy away from introducing students to the major debates in
comparative politics and having them evaluate competing arguments. In trying to get the students to
think theoretically, he has definitely chosen an approach that will challenge the best

students.4 4 “Steve Barracca, Eastern Kentucky University A a4 ceThis is a readable and
well-organized exploration of major topics in comparative politics that brings together basic as well
as more advanced topics. It provides students with examples of how to actually do comparative
politics and prompts them to think through the major arguments of the field.a 4 “Wendy N. Whitman
Cobb, Santa Fe College A a ceDavid Samuels does a better job than any | have seen of discussing
key themes in comparative politics in an intelligent and well-written way. He raises the big questions
in a straightforward and engaged manner, and he does a good job of addressing them in
comparative perspective with the American institutions that my students know well.a «a “Kevin

Deegan-Krause, Wayne State University A 4 ceSamuels offers students a theoretically robust yet



highly accessible introduction to the study of comparative politics. He clearly introduces core
concepts and theories, offering compelling examples that encourage students to think through
different ways of answering fundamental questions that define the field. 1& ™m thrilled to see the
strong focus on political identity in an introductory textbook.a «a “James Ross, University of Northern
Colorado A & ceThis work is thoughtfully and freshly conceived and focuses on a straightforward
analysis of political outcomes instead of rehashing historical debates in comparative politics that are
not germane to students just coming to the topic. David Samuels writes with an enthusiasm that will
entice students, and his emphasis on comparative politics as a puzzle is something that | would like
my students to assimilate.a «a “David Levenbach, Arkansas State University A & ceDavid

Samuela ™s innovative thematic survey and country casebook stand out as the most
comprehensive material for introductory comparative politics courses. Throughout both, he
successfully weaves the themes of institutions, identity and interests and demonstrates how these
impact social, economic and political outcomes in different countries.a <4 "Dauda Abubakar,
University of Michigana "Flint A & cel have been teaching introductory comparative politics for over
four years now, and | have examined some fifteen textbooks for this class. Samuelsa ™ textbook is
one of the best, and | will strongly consider adopting it.a a4 “Anca Turcu, University of Central
Florida A A

David J. Samuels is Benjamin E. Lippincott Professor of Political Science at the University of

Minnesota.

Awesome, awesome, awesome! Makes understanding comparative politics easy and insightful. The
book is easy to read, easy to understand, even with content that is a bit deep. This has been so
useful in my studies for my comparative politics class this semester. Even if you aren’t enrolled in a
class like this, the book provides extremely beneficial information in understanding how things work.
Politics can be difficult to maneuver for those outside its studies. This book makes it easy to

understand regardless of background level. Would recommend to everyone.

Every time | see the cover of this book, | have the urge to take a sharpie and just color the whole
thing black. It's not even THAT ugly, but | just can’t stand it. It looks like a bad powerpoint title slide
made by a high school freshman (no offense to high school freshmen). The book is also very
flimsy-- it's thin and soft cover and easily damaged, which is unfortunate, because | do want to keep

this book for a while.Beyond the superficial, outward judgement, this textbook is pretty good. It



happens to be another one of the few textbooks | enjoy reading. The pictures are great, the
introductions are fascinating and the format is really good. It can be a bit confusing at times when
explaining some trickier definitions, but overall, it does an excellent job of drawing you into the world

of comparative politics.

This was my political science class. Chapters easily laid out and reviews an excellent add which is

great for reviews.

Great book and serves its purpose

i bought this book for my daughter ,i can said nothing about it...

Came with the edge sort of falling apart and had to be really careful with it.

For School

FANTASTIC!
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